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But our readers must halt a little longer on the
Meidan if they desire to understand the full import
of the tragedy of which we have just seen the stage
decorations.

Of the early history of the Abkhasian race little is
known, and little was probably to be known. More
than two thousand years since we find them, in Greek
records, inhabiting the narrow strip between the moun-
tains and the sea, along the central eastern coast of the
Euxine, precisely where later records and the maps of
our own day place them. But whence these seeming
autochthons arrived, what was the cradle of their infant
race, to which of the great ' earth-families/ in German
phrase, this little tribe, the highest number of which
can never have much exceeded a hundred thousand,
belonged, are questions on which the past and the
present are alike silent. Tall stature, fair complexion,
light eyes, auburn hair, and a great love for active and
athletic sport, might seem to assign them a Northern
origin; but an Oriental regularity of feature, and a
language which, though it bears no discoverable affinity
to any known dialect, has yet the Semitic post-fixes,
and in guttural richness distances the purest Arabic
or Hebrew, would appear to claim for them a different
relationship. Their character, too, brave, enterprising,
and commercial in its way, has yet very generally a
certain mixture of childish cunning, and a total defi-
ciency of organising power, that cement of nations,
which removes them from European and even from
Turkish resemblance, while it recalls the so-called
Semitic of south-western Asia. But no tradition on
their part lays claim to the solution of their mystery,
and records are wanting among a people who have
never committed their vocal sounds to writing; they
know that they are Abkhasians, and nothing more.